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Romney Readiness Project Prioritized List of  
Appointee Positions: Wave 1

WAVE I-A (23) WAVE I-B (23) WAVE I-C (23) WAVE I-D Support (23)

Chief of Staff Attorney General* Deputy Secretary of 
Defense*

Hill Confirmations Liaison

OMB Director* Secretary of Agriculture* Deputy Secretary of 
Homeland Security

Chief of Staff to the Vice-
President

OMB Deputy Director 
(Budget)*

Secretary of Commerce* Deputy Secretary of State Chief of Staff to the First 
Lady

Economic Advisor Secretary of Defense* Deputy Secretary of the 
Treasury

POTUS Personal Aide

Domestic Policy Advisor Secretary of Education* Deputy Secretary of HHS POTUS Personal Safety

National Security Advisor Secretary of Energy Deputy Attorney General COS Executive Assistant

Deputy National Security 
Advisor

Secretary of HHS* FDA Administrator DAP for Legislative Affairs 
(House)

White House 
Counterterrorism Advisor

Secretary of Homeland 
Security*

Under Sec. for Domestic 
Finance (Treasury)*

DAP for Legislative Affairs 
(Senate)

Deputy Chief of Staff for 
Operations

Secretary of HUD* Under Sec. for 
International Finance 
(Treasury)*

Deputy Counsel to the 
President 

Deputy Chief of Staff for 
Policy

Secretary of Interior* Under Sec. for Terrorism 
and Financial Intelligence 
(Treasury)*

Deputy Director of 
Communications for 
Production

Staff Secretary Secretary of Labor* Asst. Sec. for Tax Policy 
(Treasury)*

Director of Media Affairs

White House Counsel Secretary of State* Asst. Attorney General—
Legal Counsel Office*

Deputy Press Secretary

Senior Advisor/Counselor 
to the President (0-2)

Secretary of 
Transportation*

Asst. Attorney General—
National Security*

Deputy Press Secretary

Communications Director Secretary of Treasury* Council of Economic 
Advisors Chair*

Deputy Director 
Soeechwriting

Legislative Affairs Director Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs*

Solicitor General* Director of Political Affairs

Strategic Initiatives and 
External Affairs Director

EPA Administrator* CFTC Chair* Director of Public Liaison

Press Secretary SBA Administrator* FTC Chair* PPO Deputy Director

Chief Speechwriter United Nations 
Representative

SEC Chair* Advance and Operations

Bold = Cabinet-leve appointment     * = PAS  [ ] = Provisional position



The Partnership’s Center for Presidential Transition helps ensure the efficient transfer of power that our country 
deserves. The Center’s Ready to Govern® initiative assists candidates with the transition, works with Congress to 
reform the transition process, develops management recommendations to address our government’s operational 
challenges, and trains new political appointees. 

For original transition documents and additional resources, templates and tools, visit presidentialtransition.org.

Presidential Personnel 
Director

U.S. Trade 
Representative*

FDIC Chair* Appointments and 
Scheduling

[Deputy COS for Policy 
and Cabinet Operations]

CIA Director* FHFA Chair* Management and 
Administration

[Cabinet Liaison] Director of National 
Intelligence*

Director, Bureau of 
Consumer Financial 
Protection*

Social Security

[Deregulation 
Coordinator]

FEMA Administrator* National Credit Union 
Administration Chair*

Visitors Office Director

[Governor’s Liaison/
Director Office of 
Federalism]

CMS Administrator* Financial Stability Council 
Independent Member*

WH Military Office 
Director

Bold = Cabinet-leve appointment     * = PAS  [ ] = Provisional position


